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Short Stories of The Business World
The Business Gambler

"I guess that wilt hpld William iganlsted a company to erect a sawmill
Jrimos, P. A., down to the level for a in a well known lumber district In Ar- -

while,
"Try to hold me In tho background

on that old option gag while he gets
control of Just enough of tho timber
to make-- his own prlco with me or go
into tho business himself as a com-
petitor, will ho?"

John Hako spoke thus as ho jammed
a number of leases into his small
traveling bag and climbed Into a mud-d- y

old buggy preparatory to a
drive to the llttlo station' of Lockport,
down in Arkansas. Hake had spont
tho day with several farmers and had
at the opening of this story just con-
cluded a stroko of business which
meant many thousands of dollars for
the company of which ho was tho head.

Mr Hako did not really need the
money which tho day's deal was sure
to bring him. In fact, If It had meant
the loss of an equal amount he would
not have changed his tactics one bit.
Hake had found that William Grimes
purchasing agent of tho M. & N. M.
Itallroad Company, had tried to turn
the tables on him In a business deal
and ho would not have hesitated for
ono moment' at tho expenditure of any
amount of money In tho battle to win.

He was a business gambler. Hp de-

lighted in taking long chances and
then staying in the game for the

of winning out. He clipped
his coupons and did his voting In a
northern metropolis, but was well
known in tho business communities of
many cities. At the time of his en-- j
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kansas, and had about closed a deal
with tho M. & N. M. Railroad Company
to supply it with railroad tics, the
quantity of which would keep the mill
In for several years.

The directors of tho company met In
Memphis and Mr. Hake was on hand
to close tho deal. Iteforo tho board
got together Grimes, tho purchasing
agent who had conceived a brilliant
Idea while the deal was still In prog-

ress, went to the directors and sug-

gested that ho could buy tho timber in
Arkansas as cheaply as Hako and
could raft It down the river to Mound-vUl-

where there was a sawmill which
would turn out tho ties nt a price
much lower that Hake had offered. Of
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that some other had and to pay It In every
into the game. The only thing six ho n

ho could not was how any
ono could his
Tho ho had over in

was at such a
low figure that ho could

not see how could meet
his

He was so with the
that he did not a young

man tho
until ho had with

him. Ho was about to for
his when tho
man him . v name. Then ho

him as one of the clerks in
tho office of tho M. & N. M. Co.

"You don't know me," said tho young
man, r know you. I am a clerk

course, this was not explained to Hnko, In the offices of tho M & N. M.

who was told by the president have seen you there often. My

of tho that other Is Simpson."
would claim their at the Now, If there was one. thing which

scheduled, and nsked to have John Hake could do than an-th- o

matter stand or In other Jothor It was to think. And think he
give them an for three days, did at that time. ho

Now Mr. Hako did not need to exer- - .knew It was seated at a
clso any great of his table in the hotel cafo with Mr. Hake

to that un- - and the pair was in
less he got up and late "the

was going to to that "You down In he
de"al over in He

could not toll jus what it was, but he right out. He had

a

a

mat umt mickuu
for ties week would the tjj and f(lfJt

not put tne on uuiuss mum wining as ot
was ,

Hut what! That Is the ques- - said as he again. de- -

tlon John Hake was what Grimes calls
he had just or- - for the time and had about it. tte road and

fMmmmmmmmmmtmmmmm,mmmmmmm.mmmmmmw,mmmmmm he HlilkCS any to
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back. He went to Nashville
evening, and before back

(got to go to Arkansas
of a lumber deal."

I Did Hake wise?
'natural. Ho tumbled the
whatever Simpson knew about of- -

'flee did not know the nature of the
business which Hake hand and
the latter did not break any records
letting In on It. What did
was to get away from Simpson as
quickly as possible and after a good
night's secured a supply of
leases from legal blank and

the train for Lockport.
"Quess I might tie the

ber industry of of Arkansas
n hard If I can

Grimes down to where is
deep," ho as boarded tho train.

Lockport, where got off, was a
town or about COO Inhabitants when
tlioy all homo, It
about 800 on Saturday when tho farm-

ers all in with families.
At tho tavern John Hake failed

to for uso

let to make

Hako to that

By B. P. Owie.

regular
feast.

Journey to Lockport was com-

pleted before dark, tho horses
qulto rest.

train for Memphis until morn-
ing" ho mused, as ho Went to his
to tidy up bit. "What's the odds?

I would to seo Grimes about
now."

And In instant ho waB on
his to the (dining-room- , nt door
of which ho was again reminded of the
strango act of Providence which steps
In presents to one's vision a liv-

ing emphasis of what is just at
moment uppermost one's mind. In
other ho nearly fell over GrlmcB
In the doorway.

Hako, It might bo mentioned
right here, was no
than was affable, he made a
beellno for tho table which Grimes
was headed for.

"Well, Grimes, If you are going to
stay over I can recommend Jones as
a good driver,"

"What makes you think I want n
drlvor?" asked Grimes.

"Because If you go anywhere
country excopt in Lockport you

have got to drive. If you are go-

ing down tho timber country," and
Knew wen a rauroau uway ms uu.u Hako maliciously, "you'll have
pining away ono social and was as dHve d(unm tQ got

matter 10 iuik o buuiuuu ucici mm- -
aieatj Hake."

something doing. ed laugh. "That's pre'ty he ..,,,,'.
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mean?" asked Grimes,
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here
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to you

mean that were
and I've

will gets
timber within 22 miles of this rail
road, but I removed the limit and
bought the river. I can't regulate tho
How of the Grlmsey, my boy,
but I can have a lot to say dbout
who's doing to raft the logs from this
county. Hotter come bacft to Memphis
with me. That option expires In 48

hours, you know, and If you stay here
half that time thoro's going to bp a
raise in the price of ties that will not
reflect with credit to you as a purchas-
ing agent. Good night."

Grimes did not bellcre what Hako
said, and that's whore he lost out. He-wen-t

to the ofllco of tho tavern to
write a letter to the president of the
road which would go to Memphis on

the same train with Hake. "I'll block
him," said Grimes to himself as he pre-

pared to write.
The letter had hardly been started

when Grimes was interrupted by the
talk of three men who stood at the
drinking bar at the other sldo of the
room. They were "the man Jones who
dfovo Hake that day and tho two men

find anybody that looked llko Grimes, who wont ahead into tho lumber tor-The- n

he went over to tho town livery rltory on horseback,
and learned that both teams were In Jones was tho first to speak aftor
and bad not been out during tho day. Grimes got Into tho room and took a

Down on the banks of tho river the seat at tho writing table. "He's a

next morning there was considerable world boa tor," Jones was saying,
excitement among the farmers, who, 12 "Think of a man lonsln' a river of real
In number, with thoir grown sons, running water."
gathered and asked each othor what Grimes looked up.
was coming. The night before Hako yes," said ono of tho others, "and
had dispatched two men on tlle rookless way he handles money
horseback to get to the farmers as UeatB n wliy ho must .ft got rid of
quickly as possible and notify them to mor'n (l hundred dollars today. I'm
meet on tho property of ono of tho pretty near ready to pinch myself now.
number whoso place was the most cen- - Ten. dollars for a day's drlvln' to give
tral. a feller a chance to buy up tho rlvpr

Finally John Hako dovo up. The bank."
crowd clustered around him as he Grimes went to his room and tried
stepped from tho buggy. Thoy were to convince himself that tho men had
not kept long in waiting. Hake, as Ueon posted In tho office by Hako just
already stated, was a man of action. to annoy him. nnd after dobatinc the

"Gentlemen," he said, and ho used question in his own mind decided to I

the same diplomacy ho would have ox- - carry out his original programme. He j

orclsed at a gathering or omciais. i .was out and gone before daybreak and
have traveled back among you because Jones was the driver.
I have found that my company will When Hako reached Memphis he
have to make a new arrangement that went at once to tho hotel. "It Grimes
will bo bettor for us all. The fact is, win only keep away until tomorrow
wo will havo to locate our mills nearer-nigh- t tho price of ties to the M. & N.
tho river than wo at first expected. m. itallroad will go up llko a hot-ai- r

"You all own your land clear to tho balloon at a county fair, and Grimes
water front, and collectively' you own will resemblo tho acroba who comos
c.n.. fltr Tntloa onih wnv from tho ilnwn with ,,.......vm - - ' i'Miiviiuiu w uiuu lawsI.iuuj about due north from hero. I to open up."
want to employ all of you who can o Grimes played directly Into Hako's
spared from tho farms during tho hand by remaining away until It was
lumber season which Is about to open, too lato to take advantage of tho op-an- d

1 nnd that we will havo uso for 10 tlop. Hako went to tho offices of the
miles of tho water front. These logs M. & N. M. Railroad on tho last dav
cannot bo hauled a great distance and of graco and seemed much surprised
must bo rafted. My company does not when tho president told him tho mat- -

want anything that it does not pay for, ter would bo taken up and disposed of
nnd my object In coming back so soon tho next aftornoon when Mr. Grimes
Is offer you a prlco tho returned.
of tho water front, and .secure leases ! Grimes got back lato that night
for It. What do you think would be and on the following morning went lo
a fair annual rental, payable In ad- - tho president nnd without tolling all
vanco overy six months?" tho facts told that official that his deal

Was John Hako wlso? Not ono of could not go through and advised that
tho rustics could Imagine Just what ho a contract bo mado with Hako for tho
was driving at until ho had tlnlsiiea, , ties.
and all tho tlmo ho was talking money, j In tho aftornoon when Hako put In
They talked It over, during which tlmo nn nppearanco tho prcslaent told him
tho entire party walked down to tho ho was ready to sign tho contrnct at
river banks a quarter of a mllo away the llgures named In tho original
as If to find tho solution In the waters. areoment.

Finally ono of tho follows tho ono j "Sorry," said Hako, "but slnco those
who had said considerable about a doal prlcos wore quoted ties have advanced
being a deal said ho was a mind to 25 per cont."

it go for Just enough tho
leaso logal.

When Mr.' agreed

another

words,

stream,

quietly

"But wo havo nn option," said tho
prosldont hotlv, addressing Mr. Hako.

You ajd havo until midnight," said
proposition and wont a llttlo further I Hake, "hut slnco then tho market has
and agreed to pay an annual rental of fluctuated in my favor." Thon for tho
$20 a mllo for tho leases of tho water ' (Continued of page fourteen.)

Quality in
Refrigerators
Is Economy
In Ice Bills

Why fuss along with an
unsanitary galvanized or
painted refrigerator. Do
you realize how much you

are endangering the health of your family and self ?

Don't you know that a poor refrigerator will cost you
many times the price of a good, perfect refrigerator in
doctor bills ? You should not entertain the use of an old
style germ breeding ice box.

Get a pood refrigerator, one that is absolutely
sanitary, easily cleaned; one that uses little ice, one
that will keep food in a perfect state of preservation.
If you want the best get

The Leonard Cleanable
ONE-PIEC- E

Porcelain Lined Refrigerator
You will enjoy the use of a perfect,sanitary refrig-

erator in which foods may be kept pure, wholesome
and delicious.

Our showing of Leonard Refrigerators is the
most complete line iu the city. Let us show you a
good refrigerator. You want none but the best, and
the best is the Leonard Cleanable, priced up from $

H. Hackfeld & Co., Ltd.

rUSIZfc
ONLY IN

f3 mm &mb womm

KING AND BETHEL.

-- The ordinary range of sizes

The REGAL range of sizes

Regal Shoe Store1

Regardless of Price
A superb stock of Madeira and Manila Embroidery

and Embroidery Materials, Evening Gloves, Silk Hosiery,
Handkerchiefs, Lingerie, Embroidered Sofa Cushions,
Baby Trousseaux, Fancy Work, Dolls, etc.

A RARE OPPORTUNITY-- A CHOICE STOCK

MISS KATE WOODARD
Store on Fort Street next to Convent

4
t


